
labials, the 4th entering the eye, 6 lower labials; 2 narrow loreals. 

Eye small the lower lid with a transparent disk. Ear opening very 

small. Two or 3 enlarged nuchals. Two enlarged preanals. Twenty 

smooth scales round the body. Tail long and tapering, as wide as the 

body. Fore limb reduced to a bud in a depression or absent; hind 

limb monodactyle, shorter than the distance from the tip of the snout 

to the ear, longer than that from the ear to the fore limb, 4 lam¬ 

ellae under the toe. 

Colour above uniform pale brown, each scale light-edged, the 

colour darkening towards and on the tail; head blackish, labials 

white with dark markings, 8 more or less complete dark brown lines 

from the occiput to the level of the ear; limbs dark-spotted; under 

surface uniform whitish. 

Head, 9.2 mm. Head and body, 93 mm. Tail, 73 mm. Hind limb, 

7.5 mm. 

The type R 14039, now in the Western Australian Museum, col¬ 

lected at Vlaming Lighthouse, North West Cape by Mrs. Thomas. 

The relevant portion of the key to the Western Australian 

species of Rhodona (on p. 79 of my Handbook of the Lizards of 

Western Australia. 1962) may be expanded as follows to include 

the new species: 

Fingers a "bud,” toes 2 

Two bands . picturatum 

Fingers a "bud,” toes 1 

Four rows of dots . miopus 

No bands, head black . nigriceps 

A WILLIAMS BIRD LIST 

By ERIC H. SEDGWICK, Collie. 

PERIOD OF OBSERVATION 

The writer spent a nominal two years at Williams, but, owing 

to a lengthy absence, observations were practically confined to the 

period between May 1954 and December 1955. 

THE DISTRICT 

Williams, 100 miles S.E. of Perth, is situated in a transition 

area between the jarrah forest block and the open forest of the 

wheat-belt. 

Dominant local timbers are jam (Acacia acuminata), wandoo 

(Eucalyptus redunca), marri (Euc. calophylla), jarrah (Euc. mar- 

ginata), she-oak (Casuarina huegeliana) and, along water courses, 

flooded gum (Euc. rudis). 

Considerable areas have long been cleared and developed as 

pasture land or cropped, but much natural vegetation remains. 

Although alienated, the banks of the Williams River, a near¬ 

permanent stream, still carry flooded gums and associated vegeta¬ 

tion. On the other hand the local bush fire prevention organisation 

is denuding the townsite and road reserves by its remarkable policy 
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of annually burning everything that will burn in order to prevent 

fires. 

CHARACTER OF AVIFAUNA 

The bird life reflects the transition environment. 

The following species occurring in the Williams District, though 

not necessarily confined to the jarrah block, are typical of it; 

White-tailed Black Cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus), King Parrot (Pur- 

pureicephalus spurius), Twenty-eight Parrot (Barnardius zonarius 

semitorquatus), Kookaburra (Ducelo gigas), Sacred Kingfisher 

(Halcyon sancta), Golden Bronze Cuckoo (Chalcites lucidus), Grey 

Fantail (Rhipidura fuliginosa), Scarlet Robin (Petroica multicolor), 

Western Yellow Robin (Eopsaltria griseogularis), Western Warbler 

(Gerygone fusca), Western Thornhill (Acanthiza inornata), Dusky 

Wood-Swallow (Artamns cyanopterus), Spotted Pardalote (Par da- 

lotus punctatus), Western Silvereye (Zosterops australasiae) , 

White-naped Honeyeater (Melithreptus lunatics), Western Spinebill 

( Acanthorhynchus superciliosus), New Holland Honeyeater (Meli- 

ornis novae-hollandiae), Brush Wattle-bird (Anthochaera clirysop- 

tera). 

Conversely, the following species are more typical of the sav¬ 

annah to the east of the jarrah block: Bustard (Eupodotis aus¬ 

tralis), Square-tailed Kite (Lophoictinia isura), Smoker Parrot 

(Polytelis anthopeplus), Elegant Parrot (Neophema elegans), Hors- 

field Bronze Cuckoo (Chalcites basalts), Brown Flycatcher (Mi- 

croeca leucophoea), Red-capped Robin (Petroica goodenovii). 

Hooded Robin (Melanodryas cucullata), White-winged Triller 

(Lalage sueuru), White-browed Babbler (Pomatostomus supercili¬ 

osus), Weebill (Smicrornis brevirostris), Rufous Song-Lark (Cinclo- 

rharnphus matheivsi), Masked Wood-Swallow (Artamus personatus), 

Black-faced Wood-Swallow (A. cinereus), Mistletoe-bird (Dicaeum 

hirundinaceum), Brown-headed Honeyeater (Melithreptus brevi¬ 

rostris), Tawny-crowned Honeyeater fGlidphila mclanops), Sing¬ 

ing Honeyeater (Meliphaga virescens), Yellow-plumed Honeyeater 

(M. ornata). 

To the foregoing may be added: Crested Bell-bird (Oreoica gut- 

turalis) and Western Shrike-Tit (Falcunculus frontatus), recorded 

by Brian Teague (W.A. Nat., 4: 145, and unpublished). 

SPECIES LIST 

The following list of species, with a few brief annotations, must 

be far from exhaustive. Unless specifically stated, all species were 

noted: (a) by the Williams River to the east of the town, (b) in 

the wandoo-jam forest of the railway water catchment area, (c) in 

wandoo forest to the west of the town -all three localities are within 

a mile of the lownsitc. 

Common Bronzewing (Phaps chalcoptera).—Bronzewings are 

fairly plentiful and may often be seen feeding on the townsite 

where they are confident, often permitting an approach to within 

20 yards. I handled a fledged juvenile on March 10, 1955. 

Senegal Turtledove (Streptopelia senegalensis),—Not seen until 
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January 16, 1955, when two birds appeared. These were still present 

at the end of the year. 

Coot (Fulica atra).- At least ten birds noted on an extensive 

swamp 20 miles south of Williams. 

Little Black Cormorant (Plialacrocorax sulcirostris),—Noted 

once, December 11, 1954, by the river. 

Little Pied Cormorant (Plialacrocorax melanoleucos).—Occa¬ 

sionally seen, usually singly, along river. One seen by a small dam. 

Banded Plover (Zonifer tricolor). Sometimes observed in flight 

over township. Probably fairly frequent on adjacent farm-lands. 

Black-fronted Dotterel (Charadrius melanops). Observed by 

the river and by adjacent pools during the October-December 

period. 

Australian Bustard (Eupodotis australis).—A single bird, seen 

from a moving vehicle, in a paddock between Williams and Narro- 

gin, on February 6, 1955, must almost certainly have been of this 

species. 

White-faced Heron (Notoplioyx novae-hollandiae)Noted from 

time to time by the river or by dams. A nest with two fairly well- 

grown but still downy young was located on April 17, 1955. 

Black Swan (Cygnus atratus).—On August 7, 1956, one bird 

was present on a pool 20 miles south of Williams. 

Black Duck (Anas superciliosa)Single birds, or sometimes 

two birds in company, were noted from time to time on the river. 

Dams are sometimes frequented. After the exceptionally high floods 

of February 1955, ducks congregated in flooded paddocks by the 

river. 

Maned Goose (Chenonetta jubata).—Eight birds were observed 

on pasture near a dam nine miles east: of Williams. 

Musk Duck (Biziura lobata).—On August 7, 1956, one bird was 

displaying on a large pool 20 miles south of Williams. 

Australian Goshawk (Accipiter fasciatus).- A pair frequented 

the railway water catchment. Other birds were seen occasionally. 

On November 7, 1954, I saw a cock alight in a large wandoo calling 

“kek-kek-kek.” A hen joined the cock uttering a long drawn out 

“wit” or “weet.” After both had perched together for some time, 

the hen flew about forty yards to a small wandoo, balanced on the 

outer foliage and plucked a leafy twig with her bill. She returned 

to the big tree, but shortly afterwards flew off in another direction 

and was lost to sight. 

Collared Sparrow-hawk (Accipiter cirrocephalus).—Present in 

wandoo forest nine miles east of Williams. 

Wedge-tailed Eagle (Aquila audax).— Qx\c bird, seen over the 

townsite on October 3, 1954, was being harried by Magpies—first 

four, then five. My only other record was of a dead bird found by 

the river. 

Little Eagle (Hieraaetus morphnoides).—Noted occasionally. 

Square-tailed Kite (Lophoictinia isura)—One circled low over 

the townsite on December 29, 1954. 

Black-shouldered Kite (Elanus notatus).—One bird observed at 

three different places on the townsite on August 23, 1954. 
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Brown Hawk (Falco berigora).—Noted occasionally. 

Nankeen Kestrel (Falco cencliroldes).—Twice in September 

1954 and once in September 1955 a single bird was seen. These are 

my only records. 

Boobook Owl (Ninox novae-seelandiae),—Calls heard in August 

and in November 1954. 

Purple-crowned Lorikeet (Glossopsitta porphyrocephalaA— 

The number of birds present appeared to fluctuate, but it is prob¬ 

able that some were present throughout the period of observation. 

White-tailed Black Cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus baudinii).— 

Flocks, often small, seen from time to time. Most of my records 

were made in summer. 

Galah (Kakatoe roseicapillajNot established in the district, 

but I received a convincing report of one bird to the south of 

Williams. 

Smoker Parrot (Polytelis anthopeplusA- Records were mainly 

for the June to December period. Early in December 1954 a flock 

of c. 50 built up on the townsite and fed upon acacia seeds in the 

pod, the pods being fully developed, but not dehiscing. 

Western Rosella (Platycercus icterotis). -Frequently seen in 

patches of Cusiuirina. The birds sometimes appeared on the town- 

site, being seen more often in summer. 

King Parrot (Purpurexcephalus spuriusA—Observed in and 

about the town. 

Twenty-eight Parrot (Barnardius zonarius).—Birds are of the 

race B. z. semitorquatus—underparts entirely green and front 

crimson. 

Tawny Frogmouth (Podargus strigoides)One bird observed 

calling in daylight—1030 hours- from a perch in a flooded gum by 

the Williams River. 

Laughing Kookaburra (Dacelo gigas).—This species is well- 

established and is reported to have been present for many years. 

Sacred Kingfisher (Halcyon sanctus).- My only records are of 

individuals seen on September 26 and October 15, 1954, and on 

October 1, 23 and 30, 1955. The last two observations were made in 

the same locality, but generally the birds gave the impression of 

being in passage. 

Rainbow-bird (Merops ornatus). Present from September 26, 

1954, until March 6, 1955, and from October 3, 1955, until the time 

of my departure. 

Pallid Cuckoo (Cuculus ptillhlus). A bird was seen on May 

22 and the first calls heard on May 24, 1954, after which birds were 

observed until December 5. In 1955, birds were seen and heard on 

May 1 and were conspicuous until the end of November. Calls were 

heard occasionally until December 24. See W.A. Nat., 5: 21, for a 

record of the Golden Whistler as a fosterer of the Pallid Cuckoo. 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo (Cacomantis flabelliformis). These birds 

were present during the May to November period, the recorded 

dates being: May 22, 1954, until November 28, 1954, and May 1, 

1955, until November 13, 1955. 
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Horsfield Bronze Cuckoo (Chalcites basalts)_My only notes 

for 1954 relate to calls heard on August 8 and August 15. In 1955, 

loud, clear calls, apparently of this species, were heard on April 24 

£jhd further calls were heard on June 19. From July 3 calls were 

frequently heard and these persisted until mid-December. 

Golden Bronze Cuckoo (Chalcites lucidiis).—Records for 1954 

(pdend from August 1 until December 15, and a fine example, with 

preast completely barred, was seen on January 16, 1955. I failed to 

record the first seasonal reappearance of these birds in 1955, but 

they were well established by September 18 and calls were heard 

Until December 24, just before I left this district. Displays seen at 

Williams are described in Emu, 55: 254. 

Welcome Swallow (Hirundo neoxena). A nest located on Sep¬ 

tember 28, 1955, in a recess in the timbering under a shop verandah 

was unusual in that it was supported from below and for this rea¬ 

son I was careful to check the identity of the attendant birds. Tree- 

Martins nesting in timber buildings construct somewhat similar 

nests. 

Tree-Martin (Hylochelidon nigricans).— Frequent in open forest 

and over adjacent cleared land. 

Grey Fantail (Rhlpidura fuliginosa). -Encountered in the town, 

by the river and in forest, throughout the year, but more conspicu¬ 

ous from September to March with a suggestion of a period of 

scarcity, at least by the river, in the April to August period. 

Willy Wagtail (Rhlpidura leucophrys). In 1954, nocturnal 

calling commenced on September 27, and in 1955 persisted from 

September 7 until December 1. Young, not long out of nest, were 

seen on December 7, 1954. Spirited attacks on Kookaburras, involv¬ 

ing pecking, were witnessed on September 13 and 26, 1954, and on 

October 2, 1955. 

Restless Flycatcher (Seisura inquieta). Observed in town and 

in forest, but mainly by the river. The birds were apparently pre¬ 

sent in limited numbers throughout the year. Most of the birds 

seen appeared to be on the move and were not seen again in the 

same locality. 

On April 3, 1955, a pursuit flight was noted in which the birds 

perched with crests erect. This display was accompanied by a reedy 

“twee-et” call and a loud, clear and somewhat drawn out “joi-joi- 

joi.” 

Brown Flycatcher (Microeca leucophoea). Observed in wandoo 

forest nine miles east of Williams on November 13, 1955—a slight 

extension of the range of the species as recorded in Birds of W.A. 

(Serventy and Whittell). 

Scarlet Robin (Petroica multicolor). Both this species and the 

Red-capped Robin were present on the townsite when I arrived in 

May 1954 but both species, including birds apparently holding terri¬ 

tory, disappeared from the townsite about the end of July. Scarlet 

Robins reappeared in February 1955 and were present until early 

November. During the period that the birds were absent from the 

town they appeared scarcer in the bush than previously. Nests with 
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young were noted in October 1954 and young were being fed from 

late September until the end of October 1955. 

Red-capped Robin (Petroica goodenovii).—For the first four 

months this and the previous species appeared about equally abun¬ 

dant, but thereafter the Scarlet Robin was dominant. This species 

was not seen on the townsite after July 1954. 

Hooded Robin (Melanodryas cucullata). On September 5, 

1954, I saw a pair of Hooded Robins 33 miles south of Williams. 

My only record for Williams and its immediate environs was a 

dead hen bird picked up on the school verandah on June 5, 1955. 

Although apparently undamaged, it appears likely that the bird 

had flown violently against the extensive glass windows of the 

building concerned. 

Western Yellow Robin (Eopsaltria griseogularls).—Occurs spar¬ 

ingly in jam and wandoo forest. Young, not long out of the nest, 

were being fed on September 18, 1955. 

Golden Whistler (Pachycephala pcctoralis).- Birds were noted 

on a number of occasions in two forest localities. See note on Pal¬ 

lid Cuckoo. 

Rufous Whistler (Pachycephala rufiventrls). -Well distributed 

through town and forest. There was a considerable volume of song 

almost throughout 1955, stimulated perhaps by January thunder¬ 

storms followed by record rains in February. On August 8, 1954, 

at 0915 hours, I observed two fully-plumaged cocks and an appar¬ 

ent hen pursuing and bowing with tails elevated. During this dis¬ 

play a four-syllable note was uttered. 

Western Shrike-Thrush fColluricincla rufiventrls).— Encountered 

on several occasions in two forest localities, but not very plentiful. 

Western Shrike-Tit (Falcunculus frontatus).—On November 

6, 1955, the late Mr. Brian Teague came to me with news that he 

had been watching shrike-tits. Unfortunately I did not record the 

information that ho gave me, but from memory, his observations 

had been made on the previous day, when he had encountered two 

birds. Certainly only «a very short time had elapsed between his 

observation and his visit to me. We went at once to the area of 

wandoo forest adjacent to the 109 mile peg on the Williams-Narro- 

gin Road and made a thorough search, but without locating the 

birds. On November 13 I went alone and searched for three hours 

without result. Brian Teague intended submitting his observations 

for publication, but apparently did not do so. 

Magpie-Lark (Grallina cyanoleuca).—Normally there were a 

few pairs scattered in and about the town, but on December 30, 

1954, I saw a flock of c. 25. Young were being fed on Oct ober 15, 

nest on April 10. These were reared successfully and young- prob¬ 

ably of the same parents—were being fed on the ground on Sep¬ 

tember 11. 

Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike (Coracina novae-hollandiae).—Birds 

were seen from time to time throughout the period of observation. 

White-winged Triller (Lalage sueurii).—A fully-plumaged cock 

was observed on October 30, 1955, and a week later a pair was 
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seen in the same locality. Calls were uttered in flight. These were 

my only records of this species. 

White-browed Babbler (' Pomatostomua superciliosus). Not 

encountered near the town, but B. V. Teague showed me a colony 

of these birds in wandoo forest nine miles east of Williams. 

White-fronted Chat. (Epthianura albifrons).—On September 5, 

1954, a pair was encountered 16 miles south of Williams. 

Western Warbler (Gerygone fusca).- Birds present and calling 

throughout the year. 

Weebill (Sniicrornis brevirostris).—Occurs in forested areas. 

Western Thornhill (Acanthiza inovnata).—Flocks of up to 12 

birds were seen in wandoo and jam forest. Three fledglings were 

being fed on October 10, 1954. 

Brown Thornhill (Acanthiza piisillu).- A fairly frequent and 

well-distributed species. On September 7, 1954, 1 heard what I took 

to be the trill of a Fan-tailed Cuckoo, but when I attempted to 

find the bird I could locate only a Brown Thornhill. Absolute proof 

of mimicry was lacking, but the circumstantial evidence was 

strong. A month later, on October 3, I found a Brown Thornhill 

imitating the “cheer” call which accompanies the displays of the 

Golden Bronze Cuckoo. The thornbill was interspersing its own 

calls with those of the cuckoo and I observed that the “cuckoo” 

calls moved with the thornbill from tree to tree. A less perfect 

imitation of the cuckoo was heard at c. 0730 on November 21. At 

the time of noting this occurrence I had entirely forgotten the in¬ 

cident of October 3, which, I believe, was made in the same area. 

About an hour after hearing the “cuckoo” call I found two birds, 

in the same locality giving an unmistakable imitation of Silvereye 

calls including what is, at least to me, the most distinctive call of 

that species. A nest containing young was located on October 9, 

1955. 

Yellow-tailed Thornbill (Acanthiza chrysorrhoa).—Noted in 

town and forest. The commencement of a nest was discovered on 

September 19, 1954. This nest was constructed from the bottom up 

and was apparently completed by September 26. On October 3 the 

nest was empty, but a week later contained three eggs. These were 

still present on October 24, but during the ensuing week the nest 

was damaged and deserted. A second nest was commenced five feet 

from the first, but was not completed. 

Rufous Song-lark (Cinclorhamphus matliewsi).—From October 

4 to 12, 1955, a bird was present and calling persistently on the 

outskirts of the town. Singing perches included the top of a tall 

pine in the hospital grounds. 

Splendid Wren (Malurus splendeyis). Encountered mainly along 

the Williams River. 

Masked Wood-Swallow (Artamus personatus).- At least six 

birds flying in a westerly direction at 1200 hrs. on October 27, 1955. 

Dusky Wood-Swallow (Artamus cyanopterus).- Small flocks 

were noted several times during 1955, though not in 1954. Nests 

and young birds were seen during the October-November period. 

Black-faced Wood-Swallow (Artamus cinereus).—Four seen 21 
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miles south of Williams on September 5, 1954, and one bird, almost 

certainly of this species, at Quindanning 20 miles west on April 8, 

1955. 

Black-capped Sittella (Neositta pileata). Noted from time to 

time on the Railway Water Catchment and to the west of the 

town. 

Rufous Tree-creeper (Cltifhacteris rufa). B. V. Teague intro¬ 

duced me to a strong colony in wandoo forest nine miles east of 

Williams. One bird was observed carrying teased bark to a spout 

on November 6, 1955. 

Mistletoe-bird (Dicueum hinindinaceum).- First encountered on 

July 10, 1954. A cock was singing persistently near my house where 

it had, apparently, established territory. Thereafter calls were fre¬ 

quently heard and it became apparent that several birds were 

holding territory on the townsite, while others were established in 

the environs. On at least one occasion I could hear three birds call¬ 

ing simultaneously. Calling birds which I sighted were invariably 

males. Relatively few hens were seen. The main song period was 

Septcmber-October. Birds were noted until the end of November and 

thereafter were not seen until April 17. 1955. Calling persisted 

until November and one bird was seen in December. It would 

appear that the birds are either absent or at least silent and retir¬ 

ing during the early part of the year. The periods of activity noted 

coincided with the availability of Lorantlius fruit. Young birds 

were seen, including, on October 16, 1955, one with a bright red 

bill, comparable in colour with that of a Zebra Finch. The red bill 

of the young was mentioned recently by E. A. R. Lord, “Murphy’s 

Creek Birds,” Emu, 56: 122, but this striking feature does not 

appear to have received frequent notice. Several calls (probably 

territorial) I have set down as follows: (a) “weet-weet-swizet,” 

(b) “weet-weet-swizet-it,” (c) “swizit-swizit-swizit,” fd) “per- 

swizit-it-per-swizit.” 

Spotted Pardalotc (Pardalotus punct.at.us). -Calls were noted 

shortly after my return to the Williams district in May 1954 and 

persisted until October, after which time I did not again record this 

species. 

Red-tipped Pardalotc (Pardalotus substriatus), Birds were in¬ 

conspicuous during early 1954, but were present and calling 

throughout 1955. 

Western Silvereye (Zoster ops australasiac).- A very frequent 

species by the river and often encountered in the townsite. 

White-naped IJoneyeater (Melithreptus lunnlus). This species 

was encountered on several occasions associated with flowering 

Dryandra (spp.). Sometimes the following species was also pre¬ 

sent and on one occasion I encountered what appeared to be a 

mixed flock. 

Brown-headed Honeyeater (Melithreptus brevirostris). York 

gum (Eucalyptus foecunda), Dryandra floribunda, and tree lucerne 

blossoms were visited. A party seen on January 26, 1955, behaved 

in a peculiar manner which I am unable to explain. A number of 

birds were coming and going from about one-half of a square foot 
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of the bole of a flooded gum (Euc. midis). About eight birds were 

present at any time and this number was actually counted twice. 

Western Spinebill (Acanthorliynchus supcrciliosus).—Recorded 

on a few occasions in 1954. One bird observed was probing Astro- 

loma flowers. 

lawny-crowned Honeyeater (Gliciphila melanops). My only 

record is of a few birds calling in Dryandra near the town on May 
25, 1954. 

Brown Honeyeater (Gliciphila indistinctu).- These honeyeaters 

can usually be located in Dryandra thickets and were observed in 

flowering Loranthus (May), Eucalyptus rudis (Oct.) and tree 

lucerne (Aug.-Oct.). Brown Honeyeaters were especially frequent 

by the river from June to December, 1955. 

Singing Honeyeater (Meliphuga vircscens).- Present in the 

town and by the river throughout the year and encountered occa¬ 

sionally in wandoo and jam forest. 

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater (Meliphuga ornata).—On August 8, 

1954, one bird was seen in Dryandra near the town. This was my 

only record for the immediate vicinity of Willliams, but on Novem¬ 

ber 6, 1955, B. Teague and the writer found these birds very fre¬ 

quent in wandoo forest nine miles east of the town. However, dur¬ 

ing three hours’ observing in the same area a week later not one 

was seen. 

New Holland Honeyeater (Meliornis novae-hollandiae). Ob¬ 

served by the river and, associated with Dryandra (spp.) and Culo- 

tliamnus, in the forest. 

Dusky Miner (Myzanthu obscuru). One bird was seen and 

heard on the townsite on January 16 and 17, 1955. This was 

my only record for this area. On September 5, 1954, Miners were 

encountered eleven miles south of Williams. 

Little Wattle-bird (Anihochaera chrysoptera).—A few birds 

could usually be located, mainly in Dryandra thickets. 

Red Wattle-bird (Anihochaera carunculata).—A fluctuating 

population. Influxes appeared to occur in September 1954 and in 

the March to May period and October of 1955. 

Australian Pipit (Anthus novae-seelandiae) — Observed mainly 

in cultivated areas. On June 26, 1955, two birds were perching in 

riverside flooded gums and indulging in soaring flights. 

Raven (Corvus coronoides).—Birds were well distributed and 

fairly frequent. No opportunity of confirming the field identifica¬ 

tion occurred. Septembcr-Octobcr appeared to be a period of moult. 

Grey Currawong or Squeaker (Strepera versicolor).—One bird 

observed near Albany Highway 11 miles south of Williams. 

Western Magpie (Gymnorhina dorsalis).- In 1954 nocturnal 

song commenced at the beginning of September. A brooding bird 

was observed on September 7 and young in a nest on October 10. 

On January 17, 1955, three birds, one adult and two juveniles, 

were flying to long pendant stems of Loranthus and clinging, some¬ 

times by only one foot and often upside down, and pecking at the 

plant. They were not, apparently, taking insects. Mistletoe berries 

could have been the attraction. Small portions of plant—either 
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fruit or small leaves—fell to the ground. One juvenile broke off a 

small sprig of about four leaves and took it to the host York gum. 

I could see no berries on this spray. The bird moved about the 

tree with the spray and finally flew off, the other juveniles pursu¬ 

ing. I do not know how long this “game” was maintained as it was 

in progress when I first saw the birds, but I watched for perhaps 

three minutes. 

A JAM FOREST BIRD POPULATION 

An attempt was made to obtain information on the population 

of a typical forest comprising jam, York gum and she-oak. The 

area selected was five acres in the south-west corner of the railway 

water catchment bordered on all sides by similar forest. 

Sixteen counts were made between August 1, 1954, and Sep¬ 

tember 18, 1955. The average number of individuals seen was 16.3. 

In all 27 species (excluding species seen in passage) were recorded. 

The average number of species seen during a count was six. 

The following table indicates the result of the census. 

No. Species Observed 

Seen 

Times 

Largest 

No. Seen 

1 Rufous Whistler 14 3 

2 Western Warbler 12 6 

3 Weebill 12 6 

4 Scarlet Robin 11 3 

5 Grey Fantail 10 2 

6 Yellow-tailed Thornbill 8 6 

7 Western Slivereye 8 14 

8 Raven 6 3 

9 Mistletoe-bird 6 1 

10 Golden Bronze Cuckoo 5 3 

11 Red-tipped Pardnlote 4 1 

12 Red-capped Robin 2 1 

13 Brown Thornbill 2 2 

14 Western Thornbill 2 9 

15 Tree-Martin 2 12 

16 Brown-headed Honcyeater 2 8 

17 Purple-crowned Lorikeet 2 5 

18 Whitc-naped Iloneyeater. 2 2 

19 Spotted Pardalotc 1 1 

20 Twenty-eight Parrot 1 3 

21 Black-capped Sittclla 1 6 

22 Western Rose! la 1 2 

23 Aust. Goshawk 1 1 

24 Smoker Parrot 1 8 

25 Western Magpie 1 1 

26 Brown Honeyeater 1 1 

27 Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike — — 

The Red-capped Robin had been rather consistently present in 

the area just prior to the commencement of the series of counts. 

The Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike was recorded, but. not during a 

count. 

The only species found breeding within the area was the West¬ 

ern Warbler (one nest). However, the Yellow-tailed Thornhill bred 

a few feet outside the census area and the breeding of Scarlet 

Robins was suspected but not proved. 
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